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1. Executive Summary 

This report provides a summary of the activities undertaken by the European Climate 
Observations, Modelling and Services (ECOMS) Board. ECOMS was formed in 2012, and it 
has two primary objectives: 

1. To ensure close coordination and cooperation across European Commission-funded 
climate modelling and climate services projects.  
 
The predominant focus of activities under this objective is the coordination between 
FP7 EUPORIAS, NACLIM and SPECS in the area of seasonal to decadal climate 
predictions towards climate services.  
  

2. To act as an advisory group/think tank to identify priorities and research and 
investment needs in the field of climate modelling and services.  

ECOMS is comprised of the coordinators of EU FP7 climate modelling and climate service 
projects and representatives from European climate modelling and climate service centres 
(these are listed in Annex A). 

This document is a joint report authored by EUPORIAS, NACLIM and SPECS. It provides a 
summary of current and planned coordination activities for the duration of the projects 
(November 2012 – January 2017). 

 

2. Detailed Report  

2.1. Coordination and cooperation of FP7 EUPORIAS, NACLIM and SPECS 

EUPORIAS, NACLIM and SPECS have undertaken a series of activities in order to 
strengthen the cooperation between the three projects. These can be broken into three 
broad categories: (i) Joint scientific, technical and management activities; (ii) Representation 
of project at each others’ events; and (iii) joint dissemination and communication activities.   

2.1.1. Joint scientific, technical and management activities: 

EUPORIAS, NACLIM and SPECS share the common objective to contribute to the 
improvement of the reliability, precision and accuracy of seasonal to decadal climate 
predictions at regional and local scales. Therefore the projects strive to continually work 
together on common scientific and technical themes and activities. The coordinators and 
science coordinators are in frequent contact, either remotely via e-mail and teleconference, 
or face-to-face at various meetings; thus they are able to identify synergies and opportunities 
to jointly work together on. 

2.1.1.1. Joint workshops and meetings: 

a. International Workshop on polar-lower latitude linkages and their role in weather 
and climate prediction  
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Date: 10-12 December 2014; Lead Project(s): SPECS; Projects involved: SPECS, 
EUPORIAS, NACLIM 

SPECS organised this international workshop jointly with the World Weather Research 
Programme’s (WWRP) Polar Prediction Project (http://www.polarprediction.net/about-
ppp.html), the Working Group on Seasonal to Interannual Prediction (WCRP-WGSIP) and 
the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS). The workshop aim was to bring 
together some of the leading experts in this field, review the current knowledge of polar-
lower latitude linkages and their role in weather and climate prediction, including their role in 
the occurrence of non-polar extremes. The workshop also developed a set of 
recommendations to help close existing gaps and identify the research priorities for polar 
research to benefit lower latitudes.  

b. European symposium on user-provider interactions 

Date: 17-19 November 2014; Lead Project(s): EUPORIAS; Projects involved: EUPORIAS, 
SPECS 

The aim of this symposium was to focus on bridging the gap between users and providers of 
climate services in Europe. This is a top priority for the development of climate services, as 
there is generally a lack of understanding of what such a dialogue might entail. The 
symposium was by invitation only, and was attended by a mixture of 30 international experts 
from different communities such as climate information providers and purveyors, users, 
communication experts and social scientists. These experts brought their experiences in 
order to shed some light on important aspects of the complex interactions between the 
different players. The primary outcome was a set of seven principles that should be 
considered by anyone engaging in the development of new climate services 
(http://www.euporias.eu/symposium). 

c. MiKlip/SPECS meeting on decadal climate prediction 

Date: 23-26 February 2014; Lead Project(s): SPECS; Projects involved: SPECS, 
EUPORIAS 

This joint MiKlip/SPECS meeting in February 2014 (http://www.fona-miklip.de/en/1082.php), 
brought together the MiKlip and SPECS communities, as well as members of other projects 
related to decadal climate prediction (including EUPORIAS, the decadal climate prediction 
panel (DCPP) of the World Climate Research Programme and the CLIVAR Decadal Climate 
Variability and Predictability (DCVP) Working Group). 

d. SPECS/PREFACE workshop on initial shock, drift and systematic error 

Date: 27-28 March 2014; Lead Project(s): SPECS; Projects involved: SPECS 

A workshop took place in Barcelona with the objective of discussing the recent 
developments in initial shock, drift and systematic error assessment in a climate prediction 
context. This workshop was motivated by the fact that, despite the large communities 
working in the identification of the reasons for the large range of model biases, very little 
work has been done in understanding the causes of the initial shock and in ways to reduce 
the impact of the drift. The questions addressed included the identification of the physical 
processes responsible for the model drift and the initial shock, their characterization, 

http://www.polarprediction.net/about-ppp.html)
http://www.polarprediction.net/about-ppp.html)
http://www.euporias.eu/symposium
http://www.fona-miklip.de/en/1082.php
http://wcrp-climate.org/key-deleverables/decadal-prediction
http://wcrp-climate.org/key-deleverables/decadal-prediction
http://www.clivar.org/about/research-foci#two
http://www.clivar.org/about/research-foci#two
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suggestions for model improvements that reduce the drift building on the continuous efforts 
to reduce the systematic error, considerations of how the initialisation strategy influences the 
skill and the best way to deal with the drift and the systematic error a posteriori and the need 
for bias correction.  

e. Impacts models workshop 

Date: 5 June 2013; Lead Project(s): SPECS, EUPORIAS; Projects involved: SPECS, 
EUPORIAS 

This workshop (and two subsequent reports) focused on agreeing a protocol between the 
two projects for the initialisation of impacts models for seasonal prediction used in 
EUPORIAS. These activities have agreed a modelling strategy and workflow, highlighting 
that: 

(i) The overall aim here was to provide the best model performance possible to 
meet stakeholder needs, rather than to perform a strict model inter-comparison 
experiment; 

(ii) There is a need to perform sensitivity experiments to assess the effects of 
different climate model forcing data, and the effect of impact model initialisation 
uncertainties; and  

(iii) A common climatology (WFDEI - WATCH Forcing Data methodology applied to 
ERA-Interim data) would be used for reference forcing and general initialisation. 

Secondly, the attendees have found that the impact of initialisation on model outputs differs 
between types of impact models, differs between seasons and regions, with lead time and 
with variable; in general the importance of initialisation is greatest for hydrological models, 
and least for crop models.  

f. Workshop on verification of seasonal forecasts   

Date: 13-14 November 2013; Lead Project(s): SPECS; Projects involved: SPECS, 
EUPORIAS 

This workshop on forecast verification included a software demonstration of two evaluation 
methods which are included in the verification package (R package - statistical computing and 
graphics package) developed by SPECS, but available to use by EUPORIAS too.  

g. Training workshop on “seasonal forecasting and downscaling” including use of 
ECOMS User Data Gateway (ECOMS-UDG) 

Date: 8-12 September 2014; Lead Project(s): SPECS; Projects involved: SPECS, 
EUPORIAS 

This interactive hands-on training workshop was organised by SPECS, in collaboration with 
EUPORIAS (http://www.meteo.unican.es/projects/specs/workshop2014). The workshop was 
designed specifically for the stakeholders and impacts communities of the ECOMS projects, 
with the main goal of training attendees in the use of different R-based tools to access, 
calibrate and downscale seasonal forecasting data. These tools were developed as part of 
the SPECS and EUPORIAS projects, and include the ECOMS User Data Gateway 
(ECOMS-UDG) which provides hindcast data from operational seasonal forecasting 

http://www.meteo.unican.es/projects/specs/workshop2014
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systems; and different R-packages for statistical downscaling. The workshop was split into 
two parts: 

(i) Pre-workshop “an Introduction to R” for trainees with no previous experience; and  
(ii) Three day workshop including lectures on the fundamentals of bias correction 

and downscaling in the field of seasonal forecasting. 

2.1.1.2. Development of standard tools for use between the projects: 

a. Web-based glossary of terms 

EUPORIAS and SPECS, in consultation with KNMI developed a web-based glossary of 
terms to ensure the use of a common language between the users and providers of climate 
information. This glossary has attracted interest from other international initiatives such as 
the EC-funded FP7 IS-ENES2 and the COST-action VALUE. For example, there is a plan 
with VALUE to embed the glossary terms in the metadata of the files used by the regional 
modelling community.  

b. Data-sharing portal  

In order to facilitate a user-friendly homogeneous access to seasonal datasets, a shared 
data portal has been developed, and is hosted, by the University of Cantabria. This is the 
ECOMS User Data Gateway (ECOMS-UDG), and it hosts data required by EUPORIAS, 
NACLIM and SPECS, including: 

(i) easily accessible hindcasts from the European operational seasonal forecast 
systems: current - ECMWF System 4; planned - Met Office GloSea5; NMME 

(ii) a set of tools to bias-correct, calibrate and downscale the hindcast data 
(iii) observations: current - WFDEI (WATCH Forcing Data methodology applied to 

ERA-Interim data); planned – E-OBS; and 
(iv) NCEP Reanalysis 1. 

This data could be obtained directly from the data providers, but the resulting formats and 
vocabularies are not homogeneous across datasets, thus requiring significant post 
processing. Also different data policies hold for the various datasets, therefore data access 
is not always straightforward. ECOMS-UDG addresses these issues by allowing the user to 
efficiently retrieve the subsets best suited to their particular research aims. An R access 
package for data exploration and access has also been developed 
(https://meteo.unican.es/trac/wiki/EcomsUdg).   

To make the large set of climate experiments performed by the SPECS project available not 
only to the SPECS partners, but to the climate-research community at large, the model 
output is being made available from the Earth System Grid, a federated data repository that 
allows different ways to access the data, including through services such as the IS-ENES 
Climate4impact portal. The EUPORIAS and NACLIM partners have been invited to access 
the SPECS datasets and to follow the availability of new experiments from http://www.specs-
fp7.eu/node/68. 

c. Factsheets for non-technical experts 

Please refer to §2.1.3 i “Joint dissemination and communication activities”  

https://meteo.unican.es/trac/wiki/EcomsUdg
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2.1.1.3. Other joint research activities: 

a. Research stays 

NACLIM and EUPORIAS/SPECS have currently organised a research stay for a post-doc 
(from IC3 under the SPECS project), at VITO as part of the NACLIM project. The main point 
of interest is that IC3 has access to mortality/morbidity data at ZIP-code (post code) level 
across several countries in Europe. This should allow a differentiation in mortality/morbidity 
inside versus outside cities. UrbClim (VITO) simulation results will be used to provide the 
heat stress at the local scale – especially in association with the strong urban heat island 
effect in Eastern Europe.  

A scientist from the SPECS project contributed to the EUPORIAS project by spending time 
at IC3 focussing on modelling wind energy generation potential on seasonal timescales. 
Outcomes from this research include:  

(i) The conclusion that simply taking the wind forecasts in the form of seasonal 
averages of 10m winds from seasonal climate models is a flawed approach; and  

(ii) The creation of ‘impact surfaces’ – a tool to visualise the wind energy generation 
potential in ‘climate space’.  

The results of that visit have been made available in the form of a SPECS technical note  
No 3 http://www.specs-fp7.eu/node/44. 
 
 
b. Urban heat stress and human health 

A joint research interest generated as a result of discussions held by EUPORIAS and 
NACLIM and the EUPORIAS/SPECS General Assemblies in October 2014; focuses on the 
effects of urban heat stress and local health. The original plan was to financially support this 
mini-project by using funds from NACLIM. However, the funding eligibility was a critical 
issue. In recent discussions with EIT’s (European Institute of Innovation and Technology) 
Climate-KIC, due to the fact that one of the key partners from NACLIM (who shall be 
involved in the UHI investigation) is a SME, the KIC suggested that NACLIM may apply for a 
mini-fund under, for instance, the current Climate-KIC call "SME voucher". Further funding 
opportunities for this joint initiative under H2020 and EIT will also be investigated. 

c. Surveys 

In order to optimise outreach, EUPORIAS, NACLIM and SPECS use each others’ partners 
and stakeholders as participants in any surveys that they issue. For example, NACLIM and 
SPECS partners were encouraged to take part in a EUPORIAS survey which aimed at 
gaining insight into what sort of information about uncertainty in climate forecasts 
respondents receive, what they would like to receive, and how they use uncertainty 
information. Also, SPECS produced a survey in order to focus their research efforts on 
finding causes for, and evaluation predictability of, an agreed set of climate events. The 
survey was held to identify these events.  

2.1.1.4. Joint management activities:  

The project managers have created a managers community; and are in regular contact via 
e-mail and telephone to (i) discuss, and resolve, specific project management/financial 

http://www.specs-fp7.eu/node/44
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issues; (ii) share best EU FP7 management practices; and (iii) ensure information is 
exchanged regarding common science themes and project progress. The managers also 
communicate with other European FP7 (and H2020) projects such as EMBRACE. Common 
templates and parallel instructions are often issued against shared timelines in order to 
make it as easy as possible (and to minimise the work required) for partners who are 
involved in more than one project to provide the detail of information requested. For 
example, a single timeline was agreed for all three projects with common templates issued, 
for the partners to submit financial and technical information to feed into the first periodic 
reports. 

2.1.2. Representation at each other’s events: 

The three projects are invited to each others’ General Assemblies. At the second SPECS 
General Assembly, the EUPORIAS and SPECS science coordinators jointly facilitated a 
session around ways that the projects could practically benefit from each other. One 
discussion focussed on how the EUPORIAS stakeholders could inform some of the research 
priorities for SPECS.  

Also, SPECS and EUPORIAS held their third General Assemblies (October 2014) during the 
same week at Météo-France in Toulouse. They held a joint day which was also attended by 
members of NACLIM, where there were relevant exchanges of information in order to 
strengthen the collaborations and synergies between the projects.  

2.1.3. Joint dissemination and communication activities: 

a. Joint kick-off meeting for EUPORIAS, NACLIM, SPECS and ECOMS 

Date: 2-5 November 2012; Lead Project(s): EUPORIAS, NACLIM, SPECS; Projects 
involved: All ECOMS projects 

The three projects held their kick-off meetings in parallel in Barcelona. This included a day 
focussing on the ECOMS pillars in order to promote scientific discussions across six cross-
cutting topics: global observations and predictions, downscaling, users’ needs and climate 
services, communication and uncertainty in climate services, extremes, observed variability 
of the climate system). The meeting included a side event to scope out the role of the 
ECOMS Board, potential joint dissemination and communication activities, and 
understanding expectations from the European Commission.  

b. Introductory project posters and flyers 

Date: November 2012; Lead Project(s): EUPORIAS, NACLIM, SPECS; Projects involved: 
EUPORIAS, NACLIM, SPECS 

Each project produced a poster and flyer ready for the start of the projects in order to 
introduce the projects. An ECOMS poster was produced in order to introduce the ECOMS 
concept.  

c. Press release 

Date: 6 November 2012; Lead Project(s): EUPORIAS, NACLIM, SPECS; Projects involved: 
EUPORIAS, NACLIM, SPECS 
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The joint press release “Better Climate Predictions for Europe” introduced the three projects. 

d. Joint newsletter 

Date: November 2013, then annually; Lead Project(s): SPECS; Projects involved: All 
ECOMS projects 

An annual letter is produced, summarising activities and projects across the ECOMS 
community and beyond. This newsletter is issued via the ECOMS website (http://www.eu-
ecoms.eu/). 

e. Joint climate services session at American Geophysical Union (AGU) Fall Meeting 
2013 

Date: 9-13 December 2013; Lead Project(s): SPECS, EUPORIAS; Projects involved: 
SPECS, EUPORIAS 

A session (and associated poster) on “Climate Services – translating climate science into 
societal benefit at seasonal to decadal timescales” was convened by EUPORIAS and 
SPECS. In this session, developments in the technology underpinning climate services were 
presented. For example, SPECS presented its work on improving the underpinning forecast 
capability at seasonal to decadal timescales, and EUPORIAS provided examples of the two-
directional translations between users and producers of climate information, focussing on the 
water, energy, health and agriculture sectors. 

f. Participation in the ECLISE/CLIMRUN Synthesis Workshop, 2014 

Date: 10-11 February 2014; Lead project(s): ECLISE, CLIMRUN; Projects involved: SPECS, 
EUPORIAS, NACLIM and others FP7 projects 

Participation in a panel discussion within the meeting, the three end-user cities Antwerp 
(BE), Almada (PT) and Berlin (DE) of NACLIM also took part in the discussions. The SME 
partner of NACLIM – the Geographic Information Management NV – attended the panel 
discussion. 

g. Joint sessions at European Geosciences Union (EGU) General Assembly, 2014 

Date: 27 April - 2 May 2014; Lead Project(s): SPECS, EUPORIAS; Projects involved: 
ECOMS projects 

The ECOMS Board convened two sessions at the 2014 EGU General Assembly.  

CL6.5: “Climate services – underpinning science”: EU FP7 CLIMRUN and ECLISE 
presented their final outcomes, whilst EUPORIAS and SPECS presented their results. 
EUPORIAS presented the set of six climate service prototypes which are being developed to 
inform specific decisions in sectors such as water, energy, transport and agriculture. 

CL4.4/NH1.3/NP3.11: “Decadal, seasonal and monthly climate predictions”: Forecasts of 
climate variability at the decadal, seasonal, and monthly time scales were discussed during 
this session, with presentations and discussions focussing on predictions for a time horizon 
of up to ten years from dynamical ensemble forecast systems and statistical models. A 

http://www.eu-ecoms.eu/
http://www.eu-ecoms.eu/
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special focus was put on results from the CMIP5 decadal prediction experiments and the 
EUPORIAS, NACLIM and SPECS projects.  

h. Joint session at 14th European Meteorological Society (EMS) Annual Meeting/10th 
European Conference on Applied Climatology (ECAC) 

Date: 6-10 October 2014; Lead Project(s): SPECS, EUPORIAS; Projects involved: ECOMS 
projects 

SE4: “European collaborative projects towards climate services”: The SPECS and 
EUPORIAS coordinators convened and co-convened a session which focussed on the 
interface between user and providers of climate information, plus the scientific 
advancements that underpin climate services.  

i. Factsheets for non-technical experts 

Date: 2014 and 2015; Lead Project(s): SPECS; Projects involved: SPECS, EUPORIAS  

Five factsheets have been produced (http://www.specs-fp7.eu/node/41) on the following 
themes: (i) What is a seasonal prediction?; (ii) What is a decadal prediction?; (iii) Climate 
forecast reliability; (iv) Climate prediction with multiple sources of information; and (v) How 
detectable are improvements in forecast quality? These are short summary sheets aimed at 
non-technical audiences. A large number of other factsheets are in preparation and respond 
to an increasing demand for such kind of information. 

j. Sharing and forwarding information, events and outcomes 

Date: Ongoing and ad hoc; Lead Project(s): EUPORIAS, NACLIM, SPECS; Projects 
involved: All ECOMS projects 

In order to maximise outreach; the projects target (where appropriate) each others’ partners 
and audiences. For example, ‘tweets’ are forwarded; partners participate in cross-project 
‘blogs’; and information is shared across the three project websites.  

k. European Climate Services Partnership (ECSP) 

Date: From 2014; Lead Project(s): EUPORIAS, NACLIM, SPECS; Projects involved: All 
ECOMS projects 

The ECSP was officially launched in Hamburg on 7 May 2014. This is an informal network of 
climate services researchers, developers, providers, users and funders. ECSP encourages 
membership from a wide range of active climate service actors; will be used as a forum for 
discussion and promoting collaboration; and create and share knowledge and resources. 

2.1.4. Dissemination and synergies with other international networks and FP7 projects: 

a. Coordination of international cooperation programmes in observations in the 
Atlantic area 

Date: 7 November 2013; Lead organiser: NACLIM; Projects involved: RAPID/MOCHA, 
ASOF, OSNAP, CLIVAR, GROOM 

http://www.specs-fp7.eu/node/41


ECOMS – EUPORIAS, NACLIM, SPECS 

 Page 12 
 

Exchange of information related to international cooperation programmes (observations and 
remote sensing) in the Atlantic area. 

b. Community building and consultation around the establishment of an integrated 
European/Atlantic Ocean Observing System 

1st Meeting in Brussels  
Date: February 7, 2014. Lead organiser: GEOMAR (M. Visbeck) and KDM (J-S Fritz); 
Projects involved: NACLIM, EU FP7 SENSEnet, EU Fp7 FixO3, RAPID, UNESCO GOOS, 
Argo, MyOcean, Bio-Argo, Bio-Glider, GROOM 
 
2nd Meeting in Brussels  
Date: March 6 2014; Lead organiser: GEOMAR (M. Visbeck) and KDM (J-S Fritz); Projects 
involved: NACLIM, EU FP7 SENSEnet, EU FP7 FixO3, RAPID, UNESCO GOOS, Argo, 
MyOcean, Bio-Argo, Bio-Glider, GROOM 
 
The goal was to define the targets of the cooperation among projects and among 
infrastructure for ocean observation in Europe and beyond. Collection of inputs and 
contributions to the strategic paper “priorities and research needs for climate modelling and 
climate services” of the ECOMS WG1 on the broad topic of observations and monitoring, 
which shall also contribute to the NACLIM deliverable D53.022 (s. 2.3 future activities) 
 
Further participatory activities and interactive exchange with observational focus have taken 
place at workshops organized by ICES, MAST, CLIVAR, Euro Argo, French Arctic Initiative, 
JPI oceans, KDM, the EC Galway Atlantic Ocean Cooperation, FAMOS-WHOI, ocean 
science and the JTA - Argos Joint Tariff Agreement.  

2.2. Thought leadership to the European Commission 

Part of the requirements of ECOMS is to provide thought leadership to the European 
Commission on future priorities for European activities relating to observations, modelling 
and services (aligned with GFCS).  

2.2.1. Recommendations on priorities for Horizon 2020: 

To date, the major outcome from ECOMS has been a publically available white paper, 
detailing the Board’s recommendations on the priorities for Horizon 2020 (specifically 
Societal Challenge 5). The report included a description of the vision, background motivation 
and a summary of the potential benefits of the proposed programme of activities; followed by 
proposals for three broad initiatives for each of the climate modelling and climate services, 
underpinned by observations. These were: 

Climate modelling: 

(i) European Union Climate Projections 2020 (EUCP20); 
(ii) Developing trust in climate models; and  
(iii) European Union Climate Projections 2030 (EUCP30). 

  

http://www.euporias.eu/deliverables?field_deliverable_wp_nid=294&field_organizations_nid=All&field_deliverable_month_value=&field_deliverable_month_value_1=&=Apply
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Climate Services: 

(i) Translation science and users;  
(ii) Impacts datasets; and 
(iii) Downscaling and impacts. 

The ECOMS Board also recommended a mechanism under Horizon 2020 to coordinate the 
breadth of climate-related activities through a Coordination Action. This Action would lead 
coordination and networking of the Horizon 2020 Climate Modelling and Climate Service 
initiatives as well as other relevant activities (such as GFCS, Copernicus Climate Change 
Service, ERA-NETS etc). 

2.2.2. Provision of expert advice at the invitation of the European Commission: 

In their capacity as lead ECOMS members, the EUPORIAS and SPECS coordinators have 
been asked by the European Commission to attend the following workshops: 

a. EC DG (Environment) Workshop: H2020 Challenge 5 stakeholder meeting 

Date: 19 April 2013. The EUPORIAS coordinator, in his capacity as ECOMS Chairman, was 
rapporteur for a parallel session on sub-challenge 5.1: “Fighting and adapting to climate 
change”. As a result of this session, a priority list of most urgent specific challenges and 
research and innovation priorities was produced. These priorities were linked to how the 
associated potential impacts and EU added value could be best achieved. 

b. EC DG (Environment) Workshop: Towards a European market of Climate Services 

Date: 18 March 2014. The workshop had the goal of feeding into the development of a 
Roadmap for research and innovation for Horizon 2020 and beyond, thus accelerating the 
growth of a European market of Climate Services. It was an invitation only workshop 
attended by about 100 people; mostly leaders of organisations which produce or supply 
climate information and intelligence, and those who are interested as actual or potential 
users of climate services. The EUPORIAS coordinator attended acting as an expert advisor. 
SPECS was also represented. 

c. Belmont Forum/JPI-Climate Scoping Workshop: Seasonal to decadal predictability 
of regional climate for decision making  

Date: 23-25 October 2013. The SPECS and EUPORIAS coordinators attended this 
international scoping workshop on behalf of the European Commission. There were also 
representatives from the International Social Science Council and the WMO. The 
participants discussed possible themes and topics, funding instruments etc. The main output 
was an International 2014 Call proposition for approval to the Belmont Forum and European 
JPI Climate.    

d. Copernicus meeting hosted by ECMWF 

Date: 28 November 2014. The EUPORIAS and SPECS coordinators, along with 
representatives from the Copernicus Climate Change Service (C3S) at ECMWF, discussed 
how SPECS and EUPORIAS can support C3S in its proof of concept phase.  
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2.3. Future activities  

a. Workshop to address synergies of observations systems and forecasting models  

Date Proposed: Second week of December 2015. This workshop will be hosted by NACLIM, 
and will look to address synergies of observations systems and forecasting models.  

Large ensemble hindcasts using coupled modules suggest that evolutions of the AMOC, 
providing perfect ocean observations, can shorten the detection time when external forcing 
dominates the internal variability. It is shown that ocean observations are crucial in providing 
better climate projections on the century scale. In particular, in mid- to high latitudes, 
initialising climate models with ocean state estimates are crucial in determining a century 
scale of sea level change associated with the AMOC. The global ocean observing system 
should be extended to below 2,000 m, as the abyssal ocean is an important source region of 
centennial variability.  Also the use of flux measurements in key passages for the 
initialisation will be evaluated. 

b. IPCC workshop on regional climate projections and their use in impacts and risk 
analysis studies  

Date: 18 September 2015. The European Commission suggests that the EUPORIAS and 
SPECS coordinators attend this workshop acting as experts on their behalf. The workshop 
will be an opportunity to strengthen the link between the assessment of regional projections 
and projected impacts and risks with the goal to enhance the information IPCC can provide 
its users and stakeholders.   

c. Joint newsletter 

Date: November 2015. SPECS will produce the annual ECOMS newsletter, summarising 
activities and projects across the community.  

d. Final conference and proceedings, showcasing the outcomes from the projects 

Date: Autumn 2016. EUPORIAS, NACLIM and SPECS formally finish in February 2017. The 
three projects will hold a final conference in order to showcase the outcomes from the 
projects. A summary report will also be produced. 

3. Conclusion 

The outcomes from the activities detailed in this report demonstrate the benefit from the 
close coordination and cooperation between (i) EUPORIAS, NACLIM and SPECS; and (ii) 
the experts within the ECOMS Board. 

The three projects within this cluster continually seek out opportunities for collaboration and 
synergies, thus promoting alignment between activities, accelerating research, reducing cost 
to the European Commission and adding value.  

One of the major outcomes from ECOMS is the recommendations paper to the European 
Commission presenting suggested priorities for Horizon 2020. Another large outcome will be 
at the end of the projects, when ECOMS will host a conference to showcase the outcomes 
from EUPORIAS, NACLIM and SPECS.   
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Annex A. ECOMS Board Members 

ECOMS is comprised of the coordinators of EU FP7 climate modelling and climate service 
projects and representatives from European climate modelling and climate service centres 
as follows:  

Chris Hewitt (ECOMS Chair, Met Office, UK) 

Francisco Doblas-Reyes (SPECS Coordinator, IC3, Spain)  

Detlef Quadfasel (NACLIM Coordinator, Univ. Hamburg, Germany)  

Carlo Buontempo (EUPORIAS Science Coordinator, Met Office, UK) 

Pier Siebesma (EUCLIPSE Coordinator, KNMI, Netherlands)  

Colin Jones (EMBRACE Coordinator, previously SMHI, Sweden; now University of Leeds, 
UK)  

Paolo Ruti (CLIM-RUN Coordinator, previously ENEA, Italy; now WMO)  

Roeland Van Oss and Wilco Hazeleger (ECLISE Coordinator and EC-Earth Chair, KNMI, 
Netherlands)  

Sylvie Joussaume (IS-ENES Coordinator, IPSL, France)  

Marco Giorgetta (COMBINE Coordinator, MPI, Germany)  

Guy Brasseur (formally representing IMPACT2C, CSC, Germany) 

Julia Slingo (Met Office, UK)  

Tim Palmer (University of Oxford, UK)  

Claus Brüning (European Commission, Belgium) 
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